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77 Your nots of July 23 just received. " I strongly suspect
+July5 ;. D that ‘you will have had a copy of my earlier lettertadcressed
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Tto you in Balcutta, but here is ‘the' basic information on
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SO T We wilY be néve in Melbourne to the ‘end of October &
 are bound to stay in Australia at leagst ‘to Nov. 2, Depending
... .0on & number of ‘circumstantes, including ‘finances, current
" -State of the resszich problems here, and the urgency of
Lro.various items of university business -at' home, We have to

i

t e . £hoOOSE whether to return filrectly, transaPdacific, or via
“n, o sndiaand Europe, On the. Iatyer-plan,. we might be zble to

visit you + Bombay between dbout’ November %’e;lﬁgjmpre

or less. Although we «will bé -obliged to come to a

... decisgion within the month, to allow time for bookings and
“visas, we have not yet teen able to approach it.

The incremental cost, over our present Chicago-Sycney
return passage, of routing thrcugh Calcutta, comes to $300
each. I had hoped to nibble into this somewhal by incorpora
ting some travel te Adelaids or Perth into the westward
trip, but it doce not appear that such stopover prdavileges
are availablz here as they are in Europe. I am still inves-
tigating. I have seen some raference, howaver, to &
special India#Britain rate for tickets purchesed in India,
and this might conceivably be available to some advantage.
There might also be somes currency nrcblem of applying
Indian funds to supplement our tickat, but you surely would
find that the least difficulty.

I Zully appreciate the unlikelihood of pulling this
off at such short notice & much doubt whether it would waxmx
warrant much trouble on your part. Your interest is much
appreciated nevertheless, Meanghile, we will try to come
to some sort of decision about whut we chould do, and see
what we can do to make up the dollar gap in other ways.
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I did 'see Harris-- he came over with Cummins and Mrs.
Work one evening at Ciba Fouse to talk about bacterial ccll
walls, Iin which I've been interested lately in connection
with penicillin, nrotoplasts and L-forms. It was rather
curious that our interests should have coincided at two

LME ‘»:;z\-wi‘deflgf.-—:-;Beparat'ed::;pgints of study. oA L
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Here in Melbourne, I’ve been learning a great deal of



within each of which, no recombination has been observad.

However, since crosses of virulent x avirulsnt strains

have glven a wide dispersion of virulence ('redistribution?)

Burnet had been thinkingthat a rather different genetic

mechanism controlled virulence. I am still inclined myself

to a traditional polygenic &nterpretation of v*rﬁkence,

the lack of recombination within eagh '2inkage group!

signifying that the ‘group' in fact represents the pleio-

_tropic manifestation of a single locus. This is not al-

together implausible on other cvidence, and Burnet at

sresent would make no choice between 'floating virulence
gones' and oolypenes at fixed loei. There are some experi-

S mpnzewuaau could hs lp decide,. viz. _utarcrocslng recom-

o Y hinants of thid same’ derree oi virulence to look for a . . -
_further. ‘rPdAstrlbauion' 'in ‘the 'F2; thess might be techrii= *
Terlly diffictlt, and it ‘would “elp a great.- deel %o have more

indapandent markers . My other instaht’ concern i1s the

5 ., rather vexing problem. of 'incomplste- virus!. Having worked

,_,“_];;7“1 this about 3. days, I amnot embarrassed by‘too many

R facts, but. I am reaching,the Inference that, this 'is not

T cgipn tic %roblnmijt;a_,, but rathnr that* boet cells whose

P

,ﬂpwr surface ‘has Bsen .als red by eXposure to excess virus
. Yor to receptor degtvOYingnenZ}me yield virus whose, skins
”f-uresiﬁkéwise inperfsct),, viz. that this'is *incdomplete virus
? pefh“ps by virtua'pf conqequent daﬂqge to. the nucleic acid
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